RIPPLES INTERNATIONAL
BRENDA BOONE HOPE (TUMAINI) CENTRE

PROGRESSIVE REPORT
Every minute, hour and each passing day we are very thankful to God for the opportunity of being a refuge, Providing hope and a healing home to the innocent young girls who have been abused. It is very painful to get cases of young children who have been abused even in the very seemingly secure places; a place where even thugs can’t conceive of breaking into.  A police camp! A child is defiled even before dark. The child gets so traumatized; she can’t say a word and on investigation the mother discovers the child has been abused. This news get too much for the expecting mother to bear and the worst happens- she miscarries! Such are the cases and the effects! We thank God such children have a place they can run into and find hope and healing.
We have continued to enjoy a good networking with various institutions, Government departments, organizations, churches, professionals, individuals among others. We have received referrals from various Districts and our main aim has always been-To save lives and serve Children through; rescuing the abused girls from anywhere in the country, providing protection, medical care, intensive counseling, legal advice and support and eventually rehabilitating the girls back to the community.
There are eleven girls currently at the centre and two young babies. 

Our youngest mother is doing well and she is much grateful to God for seeing her through the operation. She has been a source of encouragement to the other girls at the centre; she is ever happy and smiling. Whenever she gets a chance during our morning devotion she utilizes it by using her lovely voice to thank God. She has made many shed tears and always find a reason to thank God in whatever situation .She is a blessing and we pray that God is going to keep her and the baby healthy and provide for them.
The other girls are doing well and continuing with their class work.
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                                                     Tumaini staff attending to the babies.
ADMISSIONS

	NAME 
	DATE OF ADMISSION 
	AGE 
	REASON OF ADMISSION
	PROGRESS REPORT 



	I.K
	21/1/2009
	11
	Raped by a neighbor. Was pregnant on admission.
	She delivered a healthy baby girl on 24th February 2009

	P.W. 
	22/1/2009
	14 
	Raped by a worker at her former Children’s home. She was pregnant on admission
	

	R.M 
	She was rescued on 25/1/2009 and admitted at Meru General Hospital
	15 
	Physically assaulted by her step father. 
	She is still admitted at Meru General Hospital 

	C.K 
	25/2/2009
	5
	Defiled by her father.
	She is doing well at the centre.  her case will be heard on 2nd April 2009 at Meru Law courts.

	F.J 
	She is in community support.
	3 ½ 
	Defiled by her neighbor.
	She is doing well and attending her counseling sessions. Her case is in court. It will be heard on 14th May 


SPECIAL SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 

We thank God for his providence and for touching the hearts of the sponsors who have made it possible for four Girls from Tumaini to go to boarding school. The girls are progressing well with their education. They will be closing school for their April vacations the first week of April. We plan to have them go spend the holiday with their families.
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL

Eleven girls from various locations in Meru North, Imenti North and Imenti Central were enrolled in the vocation school this year. Nine of the girls are Boarders while the others are day scholars. The girls are taking dress making and Tailoring course which is going to take two years. At the end of the course they will sit for a national exam.
IGA

CHICKEN PROJECT
They chicken project is progressing well and a few chicken have started laying eggs. It is expected that in two weeks time all the chicken will start laying .
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A staff collecting eggs from the poultry house.
CRAFT AND BEAD WORK

The months of February and March have been very busy for the girls. They were involved in the making of various accessories which we have sold to the guests visiting Ripples International and also during our community awareness campaigns. 
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Samples of Tumaini IGA products
COMMUNITY AWARENESS
One of our main objectives this year is to make the communities we are working with aware of our services and to enlighten them of the actions to take in case of suspected or actual abuse has taken place. We conducted a community awareness campaign during the International Women’s Day on 8th March 2009.The event was well attended by various stakeholders in the District. It was echoed by many speakers that there is increase in the cases of child abuse and there was great need for team work and collaboration.
A speech on child abuse was given by Ripples International Program Director and a call was made to have all stakeholders and individuals to work towards helping children who have been abused. Tumaini staff distributed books on Say No To Rape and brochures to enlighten people on our services and how one can identify a child who have been abused ant the action to take to help the child.
There was also a display of our IGA products which included; table mats, bedcovers, bags, necklaces, earrings, floor mats among others.
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         Staff participating during International Women’s Day.

 AFTER CARE CLUB

We had a great day on 21st March 2009 during the aftercare sessions. The guardians came along with their children. Twenty parents attended the meeting and issues concerning the welfare of the children were discussed. We will be holding training on children’s rights with the guardians and the girls during the next aftercare sessions on 18th April 2009.
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A group photo of the parents and girls who attended the aftercare meeting.

STAFF

All the staff are doing well and ensuring that Tumaini is a healing home to the girls. 
ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL
· Two days training for the staff at Tumaini on children’s rights and Kenyan laws safe guarding the rights of children especially Children’s Act of 2001 and Sex offences Act of 2006.
· Training of the girls under Tumaini Support and their guardians on Children’s rights and action to take in case they get to know of a child being abused on 18th April 2009.

· Conduct a community awareness campaign during RI mentor ship camp.

