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Happy New Year mum!
We thank God for his precious gift of a new year. We hope and pray that you have begun the year well and in good health. We are a happy family and we thank God for his providence as we serve the children and save lives. We have rescued girls from different areas, provided shelter, counseling , medical care and have seen them get back on their feet; ready to move on with life and achieve their dreams. God bless you mightily for making it possible!
We have had three admissions, five discharges and we thank God for the birth of a baby boy to one of the girls. The tables below show the new admissions, discharge and the legal cases pending in court. 

NEW ADMISSIONS
	NAME
	DATE OF ADMISSION
	REASON FOR ADMISSION
	REMARKS

	Irene 
	21/1/2009
	Teenage pregnancy as a result of rape
	Referred by Social worker Meru General Hospital. 32 weeks pregnant on admission.

	Rose 
	28/1/2009
	Physical assault
	Admitted at Meru General Hospital

	Pamela 
	22/1/2009
	Teenage pregnancy as a result of rape
	Two months pregnant on admission. She had attempted suicide 


DISCHARGES

	NAME
	DATE OF ADMISSION 
	DATE OF DISCHARGE
	GUARDIAN ON DISCHARGE
	REMARKS

	Monica 
	19/11/2008
	7/1/2009
	Chairperson Ntakira Home Based Care Centre
	Discharged back to school (Kaongo Girls Secondary school.

	Carol 
	12th June 2008
	2nd February 2009
	Mother
	She is being discharged to go back to school. Nkuene Girls Secondary School.

	Baby 
	Born on 7th Sep 2008 to Carol Nkatha
	2nd February 2009
	Her mother and her grandmother.
	Relocated to RI NSC until the baby attains the age of three.

	Joy 
	27th Dec 2008
	30th January 2009
	 Mother 
	Discharged to her mother. She is to live with her grandmother for her safety.

	Kellen 
	17th Dec 2008
	2nd February 2009
	Mother
	Her mother relocated to another area of residence for her safety


LEGAL CASES
	NAME
	CASE NUMBER
	LAWYER HANDLING THE CASE 
	NEXT HEARING DATE
	COURT

	Mercy 
	837/07
	MERCY Kaume
	12/2/2009
	Meru Law courts- court 3

	Mercy 
	2073/06


	 F K
	12/2/2009
	Meru Law courts- court 3

	Idah
	
	MERCY
	3/2/2009
	Meru Law courts- court 3

	Mercy and Jane 
	OB 32/08

	MERCY
	10/2/2009
	Maua Law Courts

	Catherine 
	OB NO.29/08


	MERCY 
	19/2/2009
	Nkubu Law Courts

	Maureen
	532/08


	MR. KITHEKA
	25/2./2009
	Tigania Law Courts

	Filbert 
	1245/08


	MERCY
	4/2/2009
	Meru Law courts- court 5

	Eunice 
	1660/08


	MR. KITHEKA
	17/2/2009
	Meru Law courts- court 3

	Lucy 
	284/08


	MR. KITHEKA
	4/2/2009
	Tharaka Law Courts


A BABY BOY IS BORN INTO THE HOPE FAMILY
We are a very happy family for the blessing that the Lord has showered us with this year! A healthy bouncing baby boy was born to Lucy on 26th January 2009 at 1pm. Lucy had been admitted at Meru General Hospital on Sunday 25th January 2009 after developing some complications. Labour pains begun that Sunday night and on Monday she delivered a baby boy weighing 2.8kgs through caesarian section. The baby was later diagnosed with some infection and was admitted at the nursery for closer observation and further investigations. We thank God the baby has since been discharged from nursery and is doing well. We expect both the mother and the baby back to the centre by 5th February 2009. It will be great joy to receive another young baby at Hope family. We trust God for quick healing for the mother and for wholistic growth and development of the young baby.
DISCHARGE / RELOCATION
Three girls and baby Melody were discharged from the centre. Baby Melody was relocated to Ripples International New Start Centre. She will receive love, care, shelter, Protection and   medical care while at NSC until she attains the age of three when she will be taken back to her grandmother. 

Carol was discharged from the centre on 3rd February  2009 to her mother and eventually she will join her new school ( Nkuene Girls Secondary School ) on 4th February 2009.Lewa Wildlife Conservancy will support her education until she completes her  tertiary education. She is a young girl with a vision in life and has the determination to achieve her dreams. She will be missed by many at the centre but we trust that she achieves her life goals to be the best she can be.

Monica was discharged back to her school on 7th January 2009. Kellen was discharged back to her mother on 2nd February 2009 while Joy was discharged on 30th January 2009. She will reside at her grandmother‘s home and attend school while there.
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A girl with her guardians during discharge               Baby Melody with her new family at RI New Start Centre
SPECIAL SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 
Four girls from Hope centre have benefited from the Special Sponsorship Program and we thank God for the donors willing to partner with us to support young girls who have been abused or are at risk of being abused. Stella, Janet and Elizabeth Joined boarding school this year and Mercy joined school last year in September 2008. They are doing well academically and we are looking forward to them doing exploit in their exams.
Another girl (Agnes) will also be joining boarding school this year.

Agnes is a member of Tumaini Centre Aftercare club. She had been admitted at Tumaini after she was defiled by her neighbor. The case was however not reported until it was very late. While at Tumaini she received medical care, shelter, counseling and protection. She was then discharged back to her mother. While at the centre a visitor to the centre noticed her intelligence and promised to support her education. Agnes lives with her mother and her father who survives on casual labour and her mother sells groceries at Gakoromone Market in Meru. She has three siblings who are all attending school.
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Agnes, her mother and her siblings at their home.    Agnes’ father at work in a nearby construction site

RESCUE MISSION
A call is received at the office from one of RI field assistants- a girl has seriously been assaulted by her step father!! The journey begins to rescue the girl at Thinyaine Location in Tigania West District. It takes us less than one hour to arrive at the chief’s camp where the girl had been carried to attend an interview for her and her four siblings to receive support. On arrival we meet a crowd of people all worried of the young girl who had been severely assaulted in the presence of the mother and it seemed like a normal thing to the mother. The girl could not walk; she was in great pain and could not stand without support. All she was asking for is to be helped to access medical attention. We reported the case at the police station and off we left for Meru General Hospital. On arrival the girl was seen by the doctor and was admitted at the hospital. She is still in hospital and her condition is improving. The step father is in police custody and her statement has been recorded while at the hospital. A life was saved and the task ahead is to protect the girl’s rights and have justice done!
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A nurse helping the girl into a wheel chair           The girl’s legs on the day of rescue.
                 
NEW BOY CASE REPORTED
As we serve the children and save lives, many different cases are being reported to the centre. Recently a case of sodomy and severe physical abuse to a boy child were reported. A young boy was severely burnt by his father on his hands and the poor boy has been admitted at Meru General Hospital for a very long time. The boy was burnt using a hot panga on his palms and his fingers put in hot ashes after some money went missing at home. This is one of the cases that have been reported to the centre and we hope that one day soon we will have resources to protect the boy child from abuse.
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ACTIVITES FOR THE YEAR
The year has begun on a high note and we look forward to supporting more girls : standing  for their rights and saving lives. We look forward to doing a number of community awareness and advocacy campaigns .We are also planning to carry out various IGA activities and conduct local resource mobilization to raise funds for the project. 
FROM THE GIRLS DESK
Happy new year mum!  We love you and we are praying God to provide for you, protect you and shower you with his blessings this year. We received you letter and gifts and we were very glad ! We cant wait to see you in June!  God’s blessings.
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